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The Ethical Ontology of the Three Principles of Confucianism

Kang Zhonggian

Abstract: Emperor Wu of Han Dynasty adopted Dong Zhongshu’s proposal of “deposing hundreds of schools and
respecting Confucianism alone”, and defined Confucianism as “one”. From a philosophical point of view, the so—called
“one respect” is to raise Confucianism to the status of noumenon. The core content of Confucianism is ethical issues.
The so—called promotion of Confucianism to ontology is actually the establishment of ethical ontology. Dong Zhongshu’s
theory of “heaven and man’s induction” in the Western Han Dynasty is a kind of primary ethics ontology. It is
relatively rough to establish it through the comparison and analogy between “heaven” and man’s exterior, which is not
a real ontology. It was not until the Song Dynasty that the ontology of ethics was established, that is, the
Neo—Confucianism of Song and Ming Dynasties, which ruled the feudal society of China for more than 600 years.
Neo—Confucianism in Song and Ming Dynasties is the ontology of ethics or the subjectivity of ethics. Its core task is to
raise the ideological content and problems of Confucian ethics to the height of the existence of the universe and make
it as inevitable, fundamental and sacred as the existence of the universe.

Key words: Confucianism; heaven and man induction; Neo-Confucianism in Song and Ming Dynasties; ethics
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