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An Interpretation of Benevolence and Rites and Their Relationship in the Analects of Confucius

Zhao Zhihao

Abstract: The focus of Confucius’ attention shifted from Heaven to humanity, established the position of man as a

moral subject, and emphasized the conscious and active spirit of the moral subject to fulfill his moral responsibility,

and consciously live a moral life, gradually tends to benevolence in daily moral practice. In the Analects of Confucius,

Confucius pointed out that an important way to improve self and gradually reach the humanity is to learn classic

culture and restrain yourself with ritual, self-cultivation to peace other’s mind, and eventually peace people in the

world. Therefore, living a moral life actively rather than passively in accordance with the requirements of ritual, through

self—cultivation, good management of family and country and making the world peaceful, we can gradually approach the

realm of benevolence.

Key words: moral subject; moral practice; self-awareness; freedom
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