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Master Tai Xu’s Interpretation of “Modernity”
YIN Lu

(Institute of Social Development Studies, Henan Academy of Social Sciences, Zhengzhou 450002, Henan)

Abstract: Master Tai Xu had a profound interpretation of modernity: science and technology are
highly developed, but they are tools and by-products of desire expansion. They do not bring real civili-
zation, but expand the realistic harm of barbarism; The thought of freedom and equality is deeply
rooted in the hearts of the people, but its true meaning does not revealed. People pursue freedom un-
der the shackles of selfish desire, pursue equality under the strong “acquired ego”, and their life and
the society can not ascend; The world is forcibly linked, and the opposition between “others and me”
has not disappeared, but has been strengthened. Under the guidance of the way of country-building
and being a man of “Indulging oneself and constraining others”, a large number of disasters that
shouldn’ t exist have been created. Science and technology, freedom and equality and globalization
should have improved the well-being of human society, but all external progress has changed its direc-
tion because of human problems. These problems are systemic and orderly, and changing the cultural
value system behind them is the key to remedying the shortcomings of the times.

Key words: Master Tai Xu; nature of the times; rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation

19



