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Xingming Affairs of Confucians: Ruminations on the Legislative Basis of Shengli
in the Qing Dynasty: A Close Text Reading of Fujian Shengli Based

on the Confucian Classics
Wei Shumin

Abstract : The local laws and regulations have a very long history in ancient China and Shengli(% f4]) of the Qing dynasty
is an agglomeration of them. When it comes to the legislative basis of Shengli, the basic principal should be adjusting
legal provisions to local conditions([K b 37 3% il 5 25 H) . A recent study,however, puts forward the view that Shengli is
the representation of local officials” experiences and benefits rather than a reflection of local folk customs.On the basis
of Confucian classics and a close reading of Fujian Shengli (#f & 44 ), this paper discovers that the provincial
governors of Fujian paid much attention to various kinds of local customs and even showed some sympathetic
understanding which was reflected in their prohibition notices to the general public. The priority of these prohibition
notices was to civilize the masses instead of punishing them. This, therefore, means the officials”’ benefits and
experiences,as well as the local customs jointly constituted the legislative basis of local laws and regulations whose
representation was Shengli in the Qing dynasty.As far as research method is concerned, based on an extensive collection
of data, we should conduct a close text reading in accordance with the Confucian classics,so as to have a resonance with
the spiritual world of the historical figures.
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